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F L Dunkin Wedd: String Quartet No 3
Programme Note

1. First Fine Careless Rapture
2. Second

3. Scherzo (Canonballs)

4. Final Fling

The piece is inscribed with Browning’s line:

“That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song twice Qgiefr
Lest you think he never can recapture N
The first fine careless rapture.”

/'h

</

<,
AN

L

/y?ﬁ
Hence the name of the rhythmic first movemt—mt not a million miles from
from sonata form; its opening chords are urt&érpmned by syncopated cello.
Then the violins bring on a dancing themﬁ\ZWhlch will dominate the
movement. The syncopations are exten&éd and then so is the dancing theme,
and then we go fugal - briefly 1nterrup¢ed by a triple time variation.
@&

The wandering slow movement’ sfﬁ:teme stems from a fragment of Richard
Strauss. It's mostly chorale- hke;,\rhther full of pathos. The sharp-eared may
hear the influence of one of RS% English friends too.
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Nothing is repeated in thef irst two movements: all the repetitions are in the
third! And as the other n%vements have been serious, it's as cheeky as can be.
It is on a borrowed gnﬁhd (a bass line that repeats constantly), consists
mainly of quodhbgﬁ@(quotahons from other music), and pokes gentle fun at a
hackneyed popul;( classic...!

I
The last move,g@nt unusually, is pizzicato; Bartokian snapstring is employed
for full aggzes%we impact. The cello gets a singing melody over the other
1nstrument@pluck1ng, and then plays ostinato under snapstring chords.
Wistful @hbrds interrupt, the ostinato returns, and the end is announced by a
plzzma{év version of the opening theme of the first movement.
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If this work is to be performed, please inform the composer in advance
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