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Dimitri’s Train (2002) &
While working on this piece, I was reading Testimony - the’ ?&h

controversial memoirs of Shostakovich. \\

It threw light on Shostakovich’s personality - as expresS%ﬁ in his
music - and how both man and music were changec vgy Stalinism.
/%\/

How privileged I am to live and compose in thekW\est and how
humbled by knowing it. I work without com &nse, unaffected by
politically acceptability. We who have not lived under it have no
idea how totalitarianism affects the life of th% individual. You cannot
escape it by fading into the backgound; or can fame make you safe:
the prominent and the insignificant sufié% together.

\\//
I was enraged by an acquaintance at e& party around the same time;
he remarked that “Tony Blair is p{?ﬂ: like Stalin”. Not if you're a kulak

he isn’t.

So Dimitri is Shostakov1ch,@ d his train is the train of Russia.
Testimony describes Stalin‘s reaction to the train scene in the film

The Unforgettable Year. @19 with music by Shostakovich. Dimitri’s
Train is the train that(»%%as always waiting for him - but miraculously
didn’t take him aw.@i&fo the gulags. It is all the trains in Dr Zhivago,
in Solzenitsyn, irﬁg@mes Bond. It is all the trains of Russia.
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Dimitri’s Train

Music ©2002 F L Dunkin Wedd
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If this work is to be performed, please inform the composer in advance
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