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Excipiamque umeris et multa sine ordine carpam oscula.

From Elegy XI by Publius Ovidius Naso (‘Ovid’)

S
“l, gazing seawards from the shore, shall be the first to see{i@ﬁy vessel dear, and | shall
cry, ‘That barque brings home my heaven.’ g

I'll fold thee in my arms, and with a riot of wild kls’szes smother thee; the victim,
consecrate to thy return, shall slaughtered be; the sa@S of the shore I'll fashion like a
couch, and any mound will serve us for a table. 3\7

There, with the wine beside us, thou shalt all thy tpjé narrate; thou shalt tell me how thy
vessel almost foundered mid the waves; thou sl{@;\ﬁ tell how, in hastening home to me,
thou didst not fear the cold, dark nights, no, nog\ﬁe stormy southern gales.

They may be travellers' tales, yet I'll belleX hem, every one. Wherefore should | not
smile on what | long for most? Oh, may the Morning Star, that has no rival in the fields of
night, spur on his steed and bring with séﬁéd that happy day.”
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Copyright note >

&
Although freely uvuzlgé\b\e online, the English translation may be subject to copyright, but is
included here becat@;@ it is so delicious. Check before reproducing it. The Latin text in the
piece, however, @Qﬁftes from Publius Ovidius Naso, who has been safely dead for some 2,000
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That Barque Brings Home My Heaven

Text from Ovid
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